Amendment * 
In response to the Office Action dated October 2, 2001, please amend the application as 
follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

// / / 

Please cancel Claims 2-28, 30, and 32 without prejudice to or disclaimer of the subject 
matter therein. 

Please amend Claim 29 as follows. A marked-up copy of Claim 29 showing the changes 
made thereto, is attached. Note that all the claims currently pending in this application, including 
those not presently being amended, have been reproduced below for the Examiner's 



convenience. 



f» 2^. (Amended) A zoom lens comprising Ain order from an object side to an image side, 

a first lens unit of negative refractive pnpwer, located closer to the object side than any 
lens units of the zoom lens, said first lens unit consisting.pfr^y order from the object side to the 
image side, a positive lens element, a negative lens element, aj^ative lens element and a 
positive lens element; and 

a second lens unit of positive refractiv&po\\fer, said second lens unit consisting of 
three positive lens elements and a negative lens element, 

wherein the separation between the first lens u^it and the second lens unit is varied 
during zooming, and the following condition is satisfied: 

3 < NL1 < 4 

NL2 < NL1 



v 



TN \ n wherein NL1 and NL2 a^f^nurnbers of lens elements comprising the first lens unit 



and the second lens unit, respectively** 



4. 



31. A zoom lens according to Claim 29, wherein said second lens unit consists of, in 
order from the object side to the image side, a positive lens element, a positive lens element, a 
negative lens element and a positive lens element. 



33. A zoom lens comprising, in order Yrom an object side to an image side, 

a first lens unit of negative refractiyp power, located closer to the object side than any 
lens units of the zoom lens, 

a second lens unit of positive refractive power, said second lens unit consisting of, in 
order from the object side to the image side, a positive lens element, a positive lens element, a 
negative lens element and a positive lens element, 

wherein the separation between the first leAs unit and the second lens unit is varied 
during zooming, and the following condition is satisfied^ 

3 <NL1 ^ 4 

NL2 < NL1 

wherein NL1 and NL2 are the numbers of lens elements comprising the first lens unit 
and the second lens unit, respectively. 



/ 



/ 



Please add new Claims 34-50 as follows: 



V 



^, 3^4. (New) A zoom lens comprising, in older from an object side to an image side, 
a first lens unit of negative refractive pow$r, located closer to the object side than any 
lens units of the zoom lens, and 

a second lens unit of positive refractive power, said second lens unit consisting of, in 
order from the object side to the image side, a positive lens element, a negative lens element and 
a positive lens element, 

wherein the separation between the first lens ur^t and the second lens unit is varied during 
zooming, and the following condition is satisfied: 
3^NL1^4 

wherein NL1 is the number of lens elements comprising the first lens unit. 



Is 

3^>. (New) A zoom lens according to Claim ^(4, 
wherein said first lens unit consists of, in order from the object side to the image side, a 
negative lens element, a negative lensjjtefnent and a positive lens element. 



ijs. (New) A zoom lens ae^^iigtp^laim ^6, 

wherein said first lens unit se^sis^ of, in order from the object side to the image side, two 
negative lens elements of meniscus form donvex toward the object side and a positive lens 
element of meniscus form convex toward the object side. 



4 



V 



^7. (New) 



b 



A zoom lens 



wherein said first lens* 
positive lens element, a negati 
element. 



ling to Claim 3y 



;onsistspf, in order from the object side to the image side, a 
lens element, a negative lens element and a positive lens 



3|&. (New) A zoom lens accon ing to Claim 3^, 



wherein said first lens unit consists of, in order from the object side to the image side, a 
positive lens element of bi-convex form, two negative lens elements of meniscus form convex 
toward the object side and a positive ler^ element of meniscus form convex toward the object 
side. 



3^. (New) A zoom lens according to Claim 3^f, 
wherein said second lens unit has all aspherical surface closest to the object side. 



0- 



(New) A zoom lens comprisingjin order from an object side to an image side, 
a first lens unit of negative refractive tower, located closer to the object side than any 

lens units of the zoom lens, said first lens unittconsisting of, in order from the object side to the 

image side, a negative lens element, a negative lens element and a positive lens element, and 
a second lens unit of positive refractive power, said second lens unit having a positive 

lens element located closest to the object side aqd consisting of two positive lens elements and a 

negative lens element, 




wherein the separation between yie first lens unit and the second lens unit is varied during 
zooming. 

^1. (New) A zoom lens according to Claim 

wherein said first lens unit consists of, in order from the object side to the image side, two 
negative lens elements of meniscus form c®nvex toward the object side and a positive lens 
element of meniscus form convex toward tire object side. 

'i \ '1 

41. (New) A zoom lens according tojClaim 40, 

wherein said second lens unit consists ©f, in order from the object side to the image side, 
a positive lens element, a negative lens elementtand a positive lens element. 

4^. (New) A zoom lens according to Claim 

wherein said second lens unit has an aspherical surface closest to the object side. 

] { 

4ft. (New) A zoom lens comprising, in order from an object side to an image side, 

a first lens unit of negative refractive power, located closer to the object side than any 
lens units of the zoom lens, and 

a second lens unit of positive refractive power, said second lens unit comprising a plural 
of lens elements and having a positive lens element located closest to the object side, 

wherein the separation between the first lens unit and the second lens unit is varied during 
zooming. 



II. /*.. 

^?5. (New) A zoom lens according to Claim ^4, 

wherein said second lens unit has an aspherical surface closest to the object side. 

3- 



'6. (New) A camera comprising: j 
a zoom lens according t^ Claim and 
an image pickup elemenlprovided on an image plane of said zoom lens. 



5- 



Ajl\ (New) 



A camera comprising: 



K; 



lens according to c|pm and 



a zoom 

an image pickup element presided on an image plane of said zoom lens. 



4^. (New) A camera comprisir 
a zoom lens according to Claim 2fi; and 

an image pickup element provided^m an image plane of said zoom lens. 

i 

46. (New) A camera comprising: 
a zoom lens according to Claim 0\ andl 
an image pickup element provided on an miage plane of said zoom lens. 



fp. (New) A camera comprising: ^ 
a zoom lens according to Claim 4^; and 



an image pickup element provided on an image plane of said zoom lens. 



